
​WALKERVILLE WILDCAT​
​ATHLETIC HANDBOOK​

​Message to Parent/Guardians​

​Your student has indicated a desire to participate in the school's interscholastic athletic program.​

​Parents/Guardians of student athletes also commit themselves to certain responsibilities and​

​obligations, which are outlined in this Athletic Handbook. Your signature on the Athletic​

​Contract, along with the signature of your student athlete, indicates that you understand and​

​accept those responsibilities and obligations and agree to cooperate with school personnel in​

​enforcing the Athletic Code.​

​Parents/Guardians of varsity athletes participating in fall, winter, and or spring sports are​

​encouraged to attend the Parent Informational Meeting scheduled by the varsity coach at the​

​beginning of each season. Copies of the Team Rules will be distributed and discussed with the​

​parents/guardians at this time.​

​As fans and spectators at the athletic events, parents/guardians of athletes play a special role in​

​supporting their athlete, the coach, and the team. Parents/Guardians of athletes are expected​

​and encouraged to model good sportsmanship at all times during athletic events. Failure to​

​adhere to acceptable standards of adult behavior at high school interscholastic athletic contests​

​may result in removal from the event and/or future events. All parents/guardians are invited to​

​join the Walkerville Boosters and become an active part in the Walkerville Public School system.​

​ATHLETIC DIRECTOR – Mr. Marc Pascavis​

​(231) 873-4850​

​Email:​​mpascavis@walkerville.k12.mi.us​
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​PHILOSOPHY​

​The philosophy of Athletics at Walkerville Public Schools must parallel those of our high​

​educational standards. The emphasis must be on producing quality students first and athletes​

​second. The immediate goal is to mold dedicated and well-disciplined student-athletes. The​

​long-term benefits translate to a healthier, more productive, and well-rounded individual, both​

​now and in the future.​

​GOALS AND OBJECTIVES​

​A.​​Athletics in the Walkerville Public Schools shall​​be under the jurisdiction of the Athletic​

​Director, and the ultimate decision on any question will be the decision of the Administration of​

​Walkerville Public Schools.​

​B.​​Individual sports within the Walkerville Public​​Schools are under the direct control of the head​

​coaches of said sports, who will be responsible to the Athletic Director and shall consult with​

​him or her on all matters pertaining to said sport.​

​C.​​Athletics shall be an extension of the educational​​process at the Walkerville Public Schools.​

​D​​. Athletics shall develop attitudes that instill​​teamwork between individuals.​

​E​​. Athletics shall develop sportsmanship at all levels​​of interaction.​

​F​​. Athletics shall develop self-discipline.​

​G.​​Athletics shall provide a good example for the​​student body and the community.​

​ALL ATHLETIC POLICIES ARE BASED UPON THE FACT THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL​
​ATHLETE MUST RECOGNIZE HIS/HER RESPONSIBILITY FOR POOR DECISION-MAKING.​
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​PRACTICES​

​A.​​All practices will comply with the Michigan High​​School Athletic Association regulations.​

​B.​​There will be no Sunday practices before noon unless​​approved by the Athletic Director.​

​Under no circumstances will failure to attend Sunday practices be held against the athlete.​

​Summer attendance in sports programs is not mandatory.​

​C.​​Practices are recommended not to exceed two (2)​​hours in duration.​

​D​​. Michigan High School Athletic Association policies​​dictate that vacation practices may be​

​permitted in certain sports athlete may be penalized if unable to attend all practices because of​

​family trips or other family obligations.​

​E.​​Any athlete who joins an athletic team after the​​first contest has been played must practice​

​with the team a minimum of 5 days before participating in a scheduled contest.​

​F.​​Regardless of an athlete’s age, he/she will not​​be allowed any additional “adult privileges”​

​such as driving to contests, etc.​

​SCHEDULING OF ATHLETIC EVENTS​

​A.​​It will be the sole responsibility of the Athletic​​Director to arrange the competitive schedule in​

​strict compliance with the rules of the Michigan High School Athletic Association.​

​B.​​All practice scrimmages with other schools will​​be arranged by the Coach with the Athletic​

​Director's approval.​

​C.​​Changes of schedule, cancellation, or makeup dates​​will be the sole responsibility of the​

​Athletic Director.​

​4​



​SNOW DAY OR BAD WEATHER​

​A. If school is canceled before the school day begins, practices will not be held any sooner than​

​noon. It is the coaches’ responsibility to work with the administration in setting up an approved​

​alternate snow day practice schedule. When several days are called off in a row because of​

​unplowed side roads, and the main roads are accessible, the administration will use its​

​judgment in allowing earlier practice times for more efficient use of gym space. Attendance​

​Practice shall not be made mandatory for anyone involved in a sport.​

​B.​​If school is delayed, morning practices will not​​be held.​

​C.​​Middle School: If school is closed early due to​​weather conditions, all practices and contests​

​for middle school are automatically canceled for the remainder of the day.​

​D.​​High School: If school is closed early due to weather​​conditions, the Athletic Director will​

​determine any cancellation of practices and contests. (MHSAA tournaments will be decided on​

​an individual basis)​

​E.​​Sanctioned activities will be rescheduled at a​​later date whenever possible. When several​

​days are called in a row because of unplowed side roads, main roads accessibility will be taken​

​into consideration.​

​GENERAL AND ATTENDANCE POLICIES​

​A.​​The official starting time of a sport will be announced​​by the coach in season, in conjunction​

​with MHSAA rules.​

​B.​​An absence from school will be the only reason​​for not being in attendance at practice/game.​

​Athletes must be in school by the start of the 3rd hour to actively participate with the team. If​

​they are not in attendance by that time, they must attend practice/game but may not participate.​

​If an athlete leaves school or does not attend class(es) without proper authorization (a skip)​

​he/she will not be allowed to practice that day or be involved in competition.​
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​C.​​Prearranged absences approved by the Principal/Athletic Director ahead of time (such as​

​doctor appointments, funerals) or emergency situations will be an exception to this policy.​

​D.​​An out-of-school suspension on the day of competition​​or practice will cause an athlete to​

​miss the competition or practice. He or she is not to be in attendance (or on any part of school​

​property). A whole day in-school suspension on the day of competition or practice will cause the​

​athlete to sit out that day, but the athlete must be in attendance.​

​E.​​An athlete shall be defined as a student who has​​participated in at least one practice session​

​while enrolled at Walkerville Public Schools. Cheerleaders are considered athletes and must​

​adhere to all policies.​

​TRAINING RULES​

​One of the major purposes of athletics is the teaching of proper health and living habits. The​

​Athletic Department of Walkerville Public Schools adopts the following rules for their athletes​

​regardless of age.​

​A.​​The athlete will not use or possess any alcoholic​​beverages, any form of tobacco, or any​

​unauthorized and or illegal drug or volatile chemicals. Malt beverages labeled as non-alcoholic​

​may contain alcohol. The possession or consumption of malt beverages (regardless of their​

​alcoholic content) on school grounds or while a student is associated with any school activity is​

​inappropriate conduct and will subject the student to disciplinary measures. Penalties for​

​violations of these training rules are stated later in this book.​

​B.​​Use of profanity will not be tolerated in practices,​​games, or competitions.​

​C.​​Good conduct is expected of all athletes at all​​times in their relationships with teachers,​

​classmates, opponents, and adults. Conduct determined or considered unbecoming of a​

​Walkerville Athlete and deemed detrimental to the team, school, and the community shall be​

​considered a violation of the Athletic Code, and the coach or athletic director shall invoke a​

​penalty. (See Goals & Objectives)​

​D.​​Proper dress is expected, as set by the coach and​​or athletic director on days of competition.​
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​E.​​For males, well-trimmed facial hair will be allowed.​

​F.​​Coaches are responsible for setting rules dealing​​with lettering, missed practices, and roles​

​pertaining to any area of team behavior not mentioned herein. The coaches shall provide a​

​written copy of these rules to the Athletic Director before the start of the first team practice.​

​G.​​This letter will be presented to parents/guardians​​at the beginning of the sports season.​

​AWARDS​

​A.​​All participants completing a sports season will​​receive a certificate.​

​B.​​The Varsity coach in each sport shall designate​​varsity award winners.​

​C.​​Awards will be given as follows:​

​1.​​First varsity award in a sport chenille letter​​“W”. An athlete may receive only one chenille​

​award. A certificate will also be given upon the successful completion of the season. (Coaches​

​will let the players know the standards to receive this chenille letter.)​

​2.​​Second-year varsity award: Certificate upon successful​​completion of the season.​

​3.​​Third-year varsity award: Certificate upon successful​​completion of the season.​

​4.​​Fourth-year varsity award in a sport will receive​​a certificate upon successful completion of​

​the season. Also, an athlete who has participated in a sport and received certificates & medals​

​all four years will be given a four-year plaque in the sport. (One plaque will include all sports​

​listed on the plaque.)​

​5.​​The chenille letter “W” can be worn on any jacket​​or sweater that represents the school.​

​D.​​Certificates and awards will be presented to the​​athletes at the Season Sports Banquet.​

​Athletes are encouraged to attend the banquet. The athletic director and coaches will organize a​

​potluck dinner. Any fans who wish to attend the banquet should contact the athletic director​

​ahead of time.​

​E.​​Certificates and awards for all varsity spring​​sport athletes will be awarded immediately after​

​the completion of their final spring contest in that sport​
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​UNIFORMS​

​A.​​Coaches will collect uniforms after each game of​​the sports season, and athletes are​

​responsible for returning them to the coach after each game. At the season’s last game, athletes​

​are to turn in uniforms or equipment before leaving that game. Uniforms are not to be worn​

​except during the game/match (including cheerleaders).​

​B.​​If reimbursement for lost uniforms has not occurred​​before the beginning of the next sport the​

​athlete wishes to participate in, the athlete will be denied the opportunity to compete in any​

​further sports competition until the debt is paid. Consistent with the school policy handbook, any​

​senior who has an outstanding debt with the school (including uniforms and equipment) may be​

​denied the privilege of participating in commencement exercises.​

​ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY​

​A.​​All athletes, managers, statisticians, and other​​students associated with the team will be​

​checked every three weeks throughout the school year. Any student receiving a failing grade on​

​the “Eligibility Report” will be academically eligible upon receiving all passing grades. The AD​

​and student will verify eligibility status with the classroom teacher.​

​B.​​Athletes who become ineligible in a particular​​class or classes will be checked each week for​

​all classes until they become eligible in all classes.​

​C.​​If the athlete is academically ineligible, the​​coach will determine if the athlete will be allowed​

​to practice or use the time to improve coursework.​

​D.​​Penalties for missed practices due to the detention​​policies of the student handbook will be at​

​the discretion of the coach and/or athletic director.​

​E.​​MHSAA rules state that any athlete who fails 60%​​or more of their classes during one​

​semester becomes ineligible for the next school semester sports season.​
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​F.​​Any student who quits any athletic team will serve a penalty at the discretion of the Athletic​

​Director and /or Coaches. (Athletes who do not finish the season will not be recognized on the​

​team and forfeit any awards due to them.)​

​REPRESENTATION AND CUNDUCT​

​A.​​Student-athletes represent the school and athletic​​program in all settings.​

​B.​​Disruptive behavior, disrespect, or defiance will​​result in disciplinary action.​

​C.​​Consequences may include:​

​●​ ​Verbal warning​

​●​ ​Parent/coach conference​

​●​ ​Suspension from practice or games​

​●​ ​Removal from team.​

​Consequences will be determined by a committee of the AD, the  Teacher, and the Coach.​

​Teachers will be responsible for rating student-athletes weekly on classroom behavior.​

​SPORTSMANSHIP​

​Rules of good sportsmanship should be observed whether we are at home or guests at another​

​school. Others judge our school and us by our conduct at athletic events. Cheer our teams to​

​victory but accept defeat in a gracious manner.​

​BUS AND AWAY GAME RULES​

​A​​. In general, student spectators are not allowed​​to ride team buses. Students are encouraged​

​to become part of a team by providing services as a manager or statistician. No student​

​spectators will be allowed out of class to ride a team bus that is leaving before dismissal from​

​school.​

​C.​​Team members and spectators who have ridden the​​bus may not leave the facility without​

​prior permission from the coach. Failure to abide by this rule will result immediately in a​

​one-game suspension from that sport or the next sport in which the student participates. Any​
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​further violations of this rule by an athlete or spectator will result in suspension from all sports​

​for the remainder of the school year.​

​D.​​Students are to conduct themselves in a safe, cooperative​​manner on the bus. They are to​

​remain in their seats and keep their voices to a normal tone. Foul and disrespectful language​

​will not be tolerated. Failure to cooperate with a bus driver may result in further disciplinary​

​action.​

​GYM CARE​

​A.​​The gym is used for athletic teams and their practices.​​Any misuse of the gym will result in​

​the loss of those privileges as determined by the Athletic Director and Administration.​

​B.​​Lockers and locks are available to the athletes.​​The athlete is responsible for keeping his/her​

​locker locked at all times and for turning in the locks at the end of the season (If applicable).​

​UNDERCLASSMEN RULE​

​A committee composed of the Athletic Director, Varsity Coach, and Parent will determine if an​

​underclassman will be placed on a Varsity team. It will take a majority vote of the committee.​

​The parent still has the right to not have their underclassmen on the varsity team. If this is their​

​wish, after consultation with the committee, it will be honored.​

​SPECIAL POINTS OF ATHLETIC EMPHASIS​

​A.​​Through local Board of Education approval, the​​Walkerville Public Schools is a willing​

​member of the Michigan High School Athletic Association and therefore shall conform to all​

​policies and regulations of said organization.​

​B.​​The Walkerville administration reserves the right​​to follow proper due process procedures for​

​all cases not specifically covered by these policies.​

​C.​​All coaches must comply with the published policies.​
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​D.​​Walkerville Athletic Policy shall take precedence over the rules of individual coaches.​

​E.​​In case of athletic suspension, the athlete must​​practice with the team, be in attendance at​

​contests but not in uniform, shall remain with the team for the entire contest, and abide by all​

​team regulations. The only exception to this rule will be if the coach, athletic director, and​

​parents (prior to the practice or contest) agree that their child should not attend practice or​

​contests for disciplinary actions at home.​

​F.​​All suspensions begin immediately after the offense​​and will run consecutive contests and or​

​calendar months. When an athlete must be suspended for a percentage of participations, that​

​percentage will be playing dates, not the number of contests. Cheerleading competitions will be​

​considered as a playing date.​

​G.​​No athletic penalties shall run concurrently. For​​example, if the second offense occurs during​

​the first suspension, the second penalty will begin at the conclusion of the first penalty.​

​ENFORCEMENT OF ALCOHOL, DRUG, AND TOBACCO POLICY​

​To set a good example for the students and community of Walkerville, it is the responsibility of​

​the athlete to abstain from involvement with alcohol, drugs, or tobacco. The consequences​

​listed on the following pages for the enforcement of alcohol, drug, and tobacco policies are​

​cumulative. This means that the offenses will carry over into the next academic year. For​

​example, if a student is caught in violation of possession of alcohol as a seventh grader, that​

​would be his/her first offense. If the same individual is in violation of possession​

​of alcohol as an eighth grader, it is considered his second offense, and said punishment would​

​be enforced, and so on.​

​Training violations are in three (3) categories: (1) Use or possession of alcohol or any​

​unauthorized and/or illegal drug or volatile chemical; (2) use or possession of tobacco products;​

​(3) Conviction or confession of a misdemeanor or felony crime. (Students may not join a team in​

​season to serve a penalty. Must join the team at the onset of the season.)​
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​A.​​Use or possession of alcohol or unauthorized and/or illegal drug or volatile chemical.​

​1.​​First offense: Athlete will be required to take​​the “Indepth American Lung Association​

​Class,” and will be suspended from playing 25% of the regularly scheduled contests in​

​the current season or the next season in which the athlete participates. The suspension​

​will be carried over to the following year if not enough contests remain in the current​

​school year.​

​2.​​Second offense: Athlete will be suspended from​​playing 50% of their regularly​

​scheduled contests in the current season or the next season in which the athlete​

​participates. The suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough​

​contests remain in the current school year. -AND​

​3​​. Mandatory participation in an approved substance​​abuse program at the expense of​

​the athlete or face suspension​

​from all sports for the remainder of the school year.​

​4.​​Third offense: Suspension from all sports for one​​(1) calendar year. A year being​

​defined as one calendar year (365 days) from the point of referral- AND​

​5.​​Mandatory participation in an approved substance​​abuse program at the expense of​

​the athlete or face suspension from all sports for the remainder of the school year.​

​6.​​Fourth offense: Suspension from all sports for​​the remainder of the student’s career at​

​Walkerville Public Schools. Penalties for violations of this policy will be enacted if the​

​athlete is involved in any of the following situations:​

​1​​. The athlete is in possession of or used alcohol,​​illegal drugs, or tobacco products. A​

​responsible adult must report that he/she witnessed the student violating this training rule before​

​any action will be taken by the administration.​

​2​​. The athlete refuses to take a breath analyzer (or​​blood test) at a school function because​

​their behavior aroused suspicion that they were under the influence of alcohol/illegal​

​substances.​

​3​​. The athlete who is administered a breath analyzer​​(or blood test) and registers any type of​

​reading.​

​4​​. The athlete is issued (and is convicted or confesses​​to) a minor in possession ticket from a​

​law enforcement agency.​
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​B. Use or possession of tobacco products​
​1.​​First offense: Athlete will be suspended from 25%​​of their regularly scheduled contest​

​in the current or next season in which the athlete participates. The suspension will be​

​carried over the following year if not enough contests remain in the current school year.​

​2.​​Second offense: Athlete will be suspended from​​playing 50% of their regularly​

​scheduled contests in the current season or the next season in which the athlete​

​participates.​

​3​​. Third offense: Athlete will be suspended from playing​​75% of their regularly scheduled​

​contests in the current season or the next season in which that athlete participates. The​

​suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough contests remain in the​

​current school year.​

​4.​​Fourth offense and beyond: Suspension from all​​sports for one (1) calendar year. A​

​year being defined as one calendar year (365 days) from the point of referral.​

​5.​​Convicted or confessed to a misdemeanor or felony​​crime other than use or​

​possession of alcohol or any illegal substance.​

​C. Convicted or confessed to a misdemeanor crime​
​1.​​First offense: Athlete will be suspended from playing​​25% of their regularly scheduled​

​contests in the current season or the next season in which the athlete participates. The​

​suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough contests remain in the​

​current year.​

​2.​​Second offense: Athlete will be suspended from​​playing 50% of their regularly​

​scheduled contests in the current season or next season in which the athlete​

​participates. The suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough​

​contests remain in the current school year.​

​3.​​Third offense: Athlete will be suspended from playing​​75% of their regularly scheduled​

​contests in the current season or the next season in which the athlete participates. The​

​suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough contests remain in the​

​current school year.​

​4.​​Fourth offense: Suspension from all sports for​​one (1) calendar year. A year being​

​defined as one calendar year (365 days) from the point of referral.​
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​D. Convicted or confessed to a felony crime​
​1.​​First offense: Athlete will be suspended from playing​​50% of their regularly scheduled​

​contests in the current season or the next season in which the athlete participates. The​

​suspension will be carried over to the following year if not enough contests remain in the​

​current school year.​

​2.​​Second offense: Suspension from all sports for​​one (1) calendar year. A year being​

​defined as one calendar year (365 days) from the point of referral.​

​3.​​Third offense: Suspension from all sports for the​​remainder of the student’s career at​

​Walkerville Public Schools.​

​INJURY PROCEDURE​

​The following procedures must be followed when an injury occurs:​

​Each coach assumes the responsibility to summon Emergency Medical Services and administer​

​appropriate emergency first aid to an injured student-athlete if an athletic trainer is not present.​

​A.​​Player injured on the road without an athletic​​trainer present​

​1.​​Contact the parents of the student athlete.​

​2.​​Consult an administrator or the athletic trainer​​from the host school.​

​3.​​If a student-athlete needs to be taken to a hospital​​for emergency treatment:​

​A.​​Contact the parents of the student to see if they​​are available to accompany​

​the student. If parents are not available, a coach or designated person from the​

​visiting or host school must accompany the student to the hospital.​

​B.​​Contact administrators from Walkerville Public​​Schools.​

​C.​​Obtain the complete name and address of the hospital​​and the physician's​

​name.​

​D.​​Obtain a complete written diagnosis and prognosis​​from the attending​

​physician.​

​E.​​If a parent or school representative does not accompany​​a student to the​

​hospital, arrangements by the coach must be made to transport the student​

​athlete back home.​

​F.​​Make sure all the above information is brought​​to Walkerville Schools upon the​

​team's return to campus.​
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​4.​​Any student-athlete who is hurt on the road should report the injury to the athletic​

​department as soon as possible upon his/her return to school.​

​5.​​If the injury occurs during a game or practice,​​a coach must contact the parents of the​

​athlete for further instructions.​

​ATHLETIC DIRECTOR – Mr. Marc Pascavis​

​(231) 873-4850​

​Email:​​mpascavis@walkerville.k12.mi.us​
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